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ELECTORAL REFORM — REPRESENTATION — REGIONS 

445. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s answer to the Leader of the Opposition’s question yesterday about potential electoral reform 
legislation. Why will the Premier not allow his members, particularly those in regional Western Australia, to 
exercise a conscience vote on electoral reform legislation? Is it because he knows that a number of them disagree 
with reducing regional representation and would potentially vote against it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
As I said yesterday, which may have slipped the memory of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition considering the 
events of last evening—he may have an impaired memory from yesterday’s events—a report has been conducted 
by Mr Malcolm McCusker into all of the matters surrounding the electoral system following the results of the state 
election in which clearly some serious issues were thrown up, particularly around the upper house. I think everyone 
understands they have to be addressed. A report has been prepared. Mr McCusker is an eminent Western Australian—
a highly respected former Governor of the state, appointed by the Liberals and Nationals when they were in office. 
He is highly respected on all sides of politics. He has conducted a report. 
Dr D.J. Honey: We don’t have concerns about him; it’s the three committee members who have already made up 
their mind. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Just so we all understand, the Leader of the Liberal Party is on record as supporting one vote, 
one value—just so we all know. 
Dr D.J. Honey: You make stuff up as you go along. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We all remember, don’t worry! 
Just going back to the question, his report will be considered by cabinet. Cabinet will obviously release it in due 
course, and that will be announced at that point in time. The member’s question pre-empts anything else in relation 
to that, except to say, as I said yesterday, that the rules of the party are very clear. The Australian Labor Party has 
been around since the 1890s. Our rules are very clear. 
The SPEAKER: That concludes question time. 
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